
   

  
 

THEATRE TERMS – Part 3 
 

 
The Creative and Production Team 

 
1. Playwright: The person who writes the story, dialogue, and stage directions. 
2. Composer: The person who writes the music. 
3. Lyricist: The person who writes the lyrics to the songs. 
4. Book Writer: The person who writes the script in a musical 
5. Producer: The person who assembles all the necessary resources for the show. 
6. Director: The person in charge of everything that happens on stage. 
7. Executive Director: The person in charge of the theater. 
8. Musical Director: The person in charge of teaching the music to the cast. 
9. Conductor: The person who leads the Orchestra during the show.  
10. Choreographer: The person who creates the dance routines for the show.  
11. Fight Director: The person who choreographs fight scenes in a show.  
12. Set Designer: The person who creates the scenery. 
13. Costume Designer: The person who plans what the actors should wear. 
14. Sound Designer:     The person who makes sure the actors can be heard.  
15. Makeup Designer: The person who creates the hair and makeup design for each actor. 
16. Lighting Designer: The person who decides which lighting to use and when. 
17. Prop Master: The person in charge of creating and maintaining the props. 
18. Publicist: The person who makes sure the public knows about the show.  
19. Stage Manager: The person who runs the show when the director is no longer there. 
20. Stage Crew:  The people who help out back stage moving sets, helping with “quick changes”, giving 

actors their props, etc…. 
21. Pit Musicians: The instrumental players who play in the Orchestra pit.  

 
 
 

On Stage 
 

22. Center Stage: The middle of the stage. 
23. Stage Right/Left: The actor’s right or left side of the stage.  
24. Wings: The sides of the stage that can’t be seen by the audience. 
25. Down Stage: The front of the stage (nearer to the audience).  
26. Up Stage: The back of the stage.  
27. Props: All the physical items used in a play. 
28. Scenery/Set: The background design and the furniture used on stage. 
29. Backdrop:  Large sheet of painted canvas that hangs at the back of a set. 
30. Curtain: The material that blocks the stage from being seen by the audience. 

  
 

 
 
 

       


