
   

THEATRE TERMS – Part 1 
 

Theater vs. Theatre 
 

1. A Theater is any space where performances take place. 
2. Theatre refers to everything connected with the study or field of drama. 

 
 

Broadway; America’s “Official” Theatre 
 

3. Broadway Shows: The name comes from the legendary street of the same name in NYC.  These are 
shows that are performed in the “theatre district”, surrounding Times-Square.  

4. Off-Broadway: Smaller shows usually performed in theaters near the NYC theatre district, but not part 
of the Broadway “season”. 

5. Touring Shows: Once a show has been successful on Broadway, it sometimes tours around the 
country.   

 
 

Other Types of Theatre 
 

6. Professional: Found in many cities around the country, they pay their actors and stage crew.  
Sometimes, a new show will “try-out” in a professional theatre before moving to Broadway.   

7. Summer Stock: Theaters that combine professionals, young professionals, and student actors. They 
usually put on classic plays for tourists in vacation destinations around the country. 

8. Community Theater: Local theatre with two goals; to offer affordable theatre for the audience, and to 
offer community members an opportunity to participate in theatre. Most of the participants are unpaid 
volunteers.  

 
 

Welcome to the Theater 
 

9. Marquee: The lighted signboard in front of the theater. 
10. Box Office/Will Call: Where tickets are sold. 
11. Reserved Seating:  When you have a specific seat assigned to you.  
12. Open Seating: When you may sit anywhere you want.  
13. Lobby: The front part of the theater where people gather before the doors open and during 

intermission. Restrooms and refreshments are found there. 
14. House: The inside portion of the theater where people sit to watch the show. 
15. Houselight Blink: When the lobby and houselights blink it means the show is about to start or 

intermission is over.  
16. House Manager: The person in charge of making sure everything runs smoothly inside the theater.  
17. Ushers: The people who help the audience find their seats. 
18. Black Box: A simple performance space, usually a large square room with black walls and a flat floor.   
19. Theatre-in-the-Round: A theatre where audience surrounds the stage.  
20. Proscenium Arch: A theater that has a traditional raised stage with a frame around it.  

 
 

 
 


